2003 DEER DAMAGE SURVEY OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

IN BERNARDS TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY

                                                       Executive Summary

· In response to a State Division of Fish and Wildlife recommendation, Bernards 

      Township conducted a survey to assess residential property damage due to deer.

      A total of 775 households responded.

· Projected from the survey responses, foundation planting and landscaping        damage for the three year period queried by the survey, extrapolated Township wide, totaled  $13,487,000, not including condo association, etc., costs for damages to communal property.

· Projected damages to vegetable gardens, plus costs for deer fencing/netting, deer repellents, and deer tick insecticide spraying, added $5,270,000 to the total. Anti-deer fencing and netting costs contributed $3,422,000 to the above total, but deer repellent costs as projected also totaled over one million dollars ($1,165,000).

· The total cost estimate, for the past three years queried by the 2003 Township survey, is $19,410,200, or an average of $6,470,000 per year.

